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complete failure of the system then in force for
the draught and carriage departments. This
defect in the organization of the Indian army had
been felt from our earliest wars. It had been
complained of by every succeeding Commander-
in-Chief from the time of Sir Eyre Coote to that
of Lord OornwalliSj but nothing had been done to
amend it. With every new war the wild and
small cattle of the Carnatic were to be purchased
at whatever price, and attached to the guns with-
out previous training,, or experienced drivers; and
hence it was that Hyder and Tippoo,, from the
great superiority of the Mysore cattle, defeated
every attempt made by our commanders to over-
take them in the field.

Daily experience of this great evil had pressed
heavily upon General Harris's mind during this
march, as it had done upon all who had preceded
him in high military command, and especially
upon Sir Eyre Coote. He declared after the
battle of Cuddalore, " If Hyder Ally, buoyed up
with former success,, had not come to seek us5 I
could not have moved the army to follow him,
and this is a situation so trying to the respons-
ible military commander, that an officer of cha-
racter shudders at the idea of being placed in
such a predicament." This serious defect was
effectually removed after this campaign^ for

* See in the Appendix an able paper on this subject by
Colonel Cubbon; also Duke of Wellington's Despatch^ vol, ii.
p. 359.